
Brief Report on Plastics Film Collection Trial 
 
 
Somerset Waste Partnership undertook a short trial with WRAP at the end of 2015 to 
temporarily add plastic film to two collection rounds, serving 1,399 households in Taunton. 
 
A leaflet was distributed to all households to inform them of the collections. 
 
Measured set out rates (put out each week) and participation rates (put out at least once over 3 
weeks) were as shown in table below. Film was only put out by about a third of households 
putting out other materials, which suggests a single leaflet was insufficient to inform and gain 
the involvement of most households in the film collections. The low participation may also have 
reflected the slightly complicated communication message necessary to explain what types of 
film could be accepted for recycling, as shown on the service leaflet.  
 

MATERIALS	 Film	 Food	 Paper	 Glass	 Card	 Plastic	
bottles	 Cans	 Any	

material	

Participation	 18%	 55%	 46%	 47%	 69%	 69%	 55%	 76%	

Set	Out	 8%	 38%	 26%	 26%	 45%	 45%	 32%	 56%	
 
During the 6-week trial, 134 kg of plastic film was collected and 43,340 kg of other materials 
were collected for recycling on the two trial rounds. 
 
On average (including those not participating), households put out 0.2 kg of film and 5.16 kg of 
other recycling materials each week. 
 
With these yields over a year, participating households would put out an average of 4.5 kg of 
plastic film and 353 kg of other recycling materials (NB this excludes households not 
participating, who are included in the weekly totals in preceding paragraph above). 
 
The plastic film was sent to PlasRecycle for recycling, who, unfortunately, subsequently went 
into administration in July 2016. 
 
The trial film achieved PlasRecycle’s highest grade A feedstock specification, with at least 70% 
mass polyethylene and impurities not exceeding maximum levels as below. The Somerset 
samples were 77.6% target PE, with impurities as shown below and also included 7.8% low 
quality film and 2.6% other contaminants. Only the metallised film limit was exceeded. 
 

impurities Paper Rigids Non PE Metal Organics Metallised 
Film Moisture 

Max. for 
Grade A < 10% < 8% < 6% < 4% < 1% < 1% < 10% 

Actual for 
Somerset 8.05% 1.9%  0.25% 0.25% 1.55%  

 
 
 



Photos for some of the film put out for the collections are shown below.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the trial, the film was loaded into plastic sacks (hung on stillages) and stored in a 
compartment behind the cab, as shown below. 
 
 


